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edts, kaven i trickely wele possible it conid
\ N1 ) | proiit no one,
' Lue mystery awaits solution, and Gould court
s Lecoe niote Lamous than was dreamed of 1n
the phi'osopliy ot the otdest of the old-tiune e
Zens,

The Mysterious Noises in
Gould’s Court.

An Aeadian French Theory of Their Canso
—Men Less Brave Than Women,

Frequent Gratunitous Rappings Unex-
plained.

tSpecial Despatch to The Boston Globo.

GLOUCESTER, Mateh 2.—] tope we shall not
hear that noise tonight,” said the wife of Stephen
McKinney as she sat In an upper room ot
12 Gould court a week ago. A female com-
panion expressed the same hope, and Mis. Me-
Kinzey conttnued: “We may not hear it for a
fortutght; we have not heard it for the last three
weeks, and—"

She did not tinish the sentence. At that moment,
in the hall below, wits heard 4 1ap! rap! 1ap! as
of Knuekles ont a4 door. 1here was & pause; then,
oue aftet anothet, heavy blows, as of a manl on
the partition wall, eame in rapid succession,
Every tin in the cupboards rattled as if shaken by
all earthquake, every one in the house became
stlent and listencd tor what they knew would
' come again, The clock then pomnted to 10,30,
In a few ununutes more raps were heard
aud moie blows, with a foice as from a
glant arm; again and again at irregular intervals
was this repeaied. Durlug one of the mtervals
Stephen MeKinuey and James Stralian went to
the cedlar to investigate, They 1emained there
about fis¢ minutes, but all was silent; when they
returned up stairs the noise was 1enewed, Shortly
betore mianight two blows, as if fiom an axe,
were heard on the roof by those who were in the
attle,  Wnen the cloek struck 12 all was
stlent, and no fuithicr nolses were heard that
night

Al U.30 o’clock Wednesday night the same kind
of noises commenced again, and again continued
until idnight, when they eceased.  Thursday
night biought a similar experience, but on Friaay
and Saturday mights alt was quiet, and the owner
of the hiouse and his sous, who watched on the
first-named nizht, could hear notling 1o justify

The Story of the Teanunts,

It is certain, however, from the 1nass of evi-
dence on the subjeet, that the mysterious noises
were heard on the othei nights named. 1t seems
equally certikin that they were the result of no
fraud o1 jest, and that, in point of fact, they were
neither the conception of the human mind nor the
work of mortal hands,

The mvsterious noises in Gould court were not
heud then for the first time, nor I8 it prob-
able that they have been hemd for the last time.
‘The stiange story dates back to the autumn of
1831, when the noisus weie tirst head. They
have come at lntervals during every tall and winter
since then. The house Known as No. 12 isa
wuoden tenement owned by Michael O'Maley, who
lives near at band. It consists of two storles with
basement and attic, and contalns scven or elght
rooms. The basement is one large apaitment,
having its floor un a level with the ground, and is
used for the storage of fuel, ete. Rough board par-
utionsdivide it into compartments for the use of the
aifferenttenants, Itis well lighted and coutains
o place of conceaanent for an intrudei. The
fitst thom I about six feet above the cround lever
atd the main entrance door is reached by a com-
won thgit of steps, There is no poich 1 which
one condd hlde, “The first floor cuntains on eieh
shte of the hall & rooin about twelve by sixteen
feet and  a  small  bedroom. The width
of the  haliway 15 between  these  at
the rear,  This tloor Is oceupled by Henrv Ilateh,
a lisherman, s wife and three children, the
eldest of whom s @ vears of ape. Hateh Is
away nearly all the tlme, and his Lamily 1emain
aluse In his abseuce, The sccond flour is oceu-
pird by Stephen McKinney, fisherman, on one
side, aud by Mrs. Gillis on the other,  They
oecupy theil respective atlics as bedrooms. Me-
Kney, who 1s

Away Nearly All the Time,
has a wife and three children, the youngest a
babe. During the greater portion of the thne,
therefore, the occupants of the hvuse are women
and small enildren. The Hatch family has been
in the house ten years, the MeKinney fifteen
wonths, and Mrs. Giills only elght months.

On entering the fiont hall the door i Hatel's
Kitehen is fmmediately to the left, and direetly in
front is & dvor opening into the cellarway uuder
the stairs. It is from this cellarway, and tn or
upon the five inch partition separating it from the
Kltchen that the noises chilely come. ‘Fho first
heard of them was in September, 1881, when a
quick impatient rapping, followed at once by
heavy thumping, alarmed all the mnates of the
nouse.  The hour was 1o at nizght. Mme, Labelle,
an Acadtan  laundress, was then an up-stalis
wenant,

*[ ran to ze window over zo door,” she says,
sand iy out, ‘who dare? I tink it ve some girl
or fisherman who gel zeare cloze wash by me.
Nuone spoke; 1seenoone; I go away, Zen.dey
pound, oh! great noise! grand hammering, same
as it yon tike hatehet and hit board, I c¢ry out
azmn, *Who dare? qui est 1a? and see no one,
Zen Isay I tink it ze devil, and wish I had pitcher
to throw wates on g, Zen 1 ran down; [ open
z¢ door; N0 one dale. Zen Isay, ‘it must be ze
aevil, sure

All the other tenants heard the nolses which
puseled wadame, but they were more alarmed
whien the tapping and pounding was contintted at
futervals for & week orten days, ‘Then it ceased
and was not heard for three or tour months, when
1t recommenced, and was continued withh more or
less regulurity for a week or ten days more. It

Wius Not Mcard Ducving the Summer,
but In the following falt It came again and was
heard at futervals durlng the winter. Last sum-
mer 1o noises were heard, but wlien Octobey came
the nuises caine with it. Sometinies two or thiee
weeks woula pass witiout any st bance, and
then the racket would begin and eontinue for two
or thiee nights.  1he attuck came as stated Satur-
day a week ago. ‘Then nothing was hemid until
VWednesday  night, when at the un-
weleome visitor was  heard avain, and the
visit was 1enewed at the same hour Thuisday
night. Henry Haleb, belng absent so much, has
heard it but onee, and that was two yeas ago,
Iis wife has heard ftvery many times, bot, hefng
a woman of mueh eourzge, hus ceased to be
alarmed.  She, however, bs earcful to have her
younger ehildren asleen hefore 1he usaat hour at
wiich the nofse is due, and the door feading mto
the hall is kept locked after U o'clock, lest the
cause of the Knocking might hecome materialized
and walk in withont leave.  Mrs, MeKinaey does
not aceept the matter so calmly.

1 am that nervous my sh.adow frizhtens me,”
she said, *but mew are wore afd than we women
a“._"

Mrs, Gillis takes the matter quietly, but seems
indisposed 10 conver se about it,

The soutee of the noise, su far as can be judged
by the ear, is on the wall in the cellar-way, but it
has been Known 1o shift suddenly 1o the opposite
wall of Hatel’s kiichen, twelve feet or more
away, The demonstratons can be heard dis-
tmetly in e\'crly parit of the bullding, amd
have even been fieard i the neighboring houses.
Besides the regular knocking, the blows on the
roof are heard on 1are occastons, and svime of the
former tengats aver that they bave heard other
strange neises apparently in the are. 'the door of
the celint way I8 made of plain boards, fastened
with a conunon thumb lateh.  Duming the progress
oI the Knucking

This Door Ilas Been Seen to Shake

viofently, aud the lateh has rattled as if some im-
patient hands were on the other <ide. Ovening
the door suddenly has disclosed “durkness there,
and nothing more.,”  One peculiar featwie s that
the apping bhas never been  hemd  be-
fule 7 o'clocik in the evening, nor later than
miduight.  Usually the hour fs between ¢ and
11, and the favorite hour is 0.30, The tenunts
have begun to regard the phenonienon as a havm-
less one. ‘They aie not sure whether it is of tins
world or the other, but they believe that i it had
anv power 1o hutt them it would have excted it
long age. Noze have moved out througns fear of
:ll. and none of the prescut oceupants projiose (o

U .

A sttineer, =ald to represent an eastern dialec-
tleal assoviation, visiied the house today and
tade an inguiry into the fact~. It {8 undersiood
thii e hits some theory. which rejects the idea
both of deception and of supernatiiral agencles,
dand ascribes the  phenomenon to the feeb y
understood laws  of  magaetie forces, What-
ever  the solution may  Dbs  the  stonies
of al, beatd  sepmrately, agtee  In every
1espeet, and thers is no likelihood of collusion.
No knowtt motlse for fraud exists; none con-
cerned aie of o class 1o be skitled I trieks of
legeidemain, and any ordinary irick would have
been found out amid the luvestigations of the pust |
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